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       Let’s Connect    
Long-term care transformation essential 

By Lillian Wells 

Dominic Ventresca  

As Ontario identifies priorities for the 2022 budget and as all 
political parties prepare their 2022 election platforms, the On-
tario Association of Councils on Aging (OACA) Board of Di-
rectors requests the urgent implementation of the key recom-
mendations of the Ontario Long-term Care COVID-19 Com-
mission. The budget and the next government must identify 
the necessary measures that ensure the devastating impact 
of a pandemic on residents of long-term-care homes and old-
er adults, in general, never happens again. Appropriately 
funded reforms to the long-term-care and home-care system 
are urgently required to fix long-standing vulnerabilities which 
COVID-19 tragically exposed. 

The OACA reflects the perspective of thousands of older 

adults across the province. In its presentation to the commis-

sion in December 2020, the OACA urged that the government 

must address long-standing systemic shortcomings with a 

bold, integrated, and comprehensive package of systemic so-

lutions, including: 

 increased care staff; 
 Improvements to home and community care 

 specific corresponding fiscal allocations; 

 and clear milestones to ensure public accountability for follow 
up by government. 

  (Cont. Pg 5) 
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Please send event information to: 

information@councilonaging.ca 

 

 

The 2022 Senior Well-

ness Calendar will be 

available on the Council 

on Aging website short-

ly, if you have not re-

ceived one. 

www.councilonaging.ca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June is Seniors 
Month 

Workshops 

 

Backyard Birding  

Mixed Media Art 

Happy, Healthy Feet  

Houseplant 101 

Financial Planning  

Therapeutic Touch  

Genealogy  

Reiki 

Cooking Demo  
 

Limited Spaces availa-
ble 

To Register: 

519-254-1108 

 

 

 

EVENTS AND  

ANNOUNCE-
MENTS 

 

 

AROUND THE PROVINCE 

 

 All of us have a stake in ensuring Ontario is re-

sponsive to the needs of everyone as we age.  

The volunteer-led and not-for-profit Ontario Asso-

ciation of Councils on Aging (OACA) ) has prepared this set of ques-

tions to ask Ontario election 2022 candidates on issues affecting old-

er adults The OACA represents older adults from across Ontario and 

strives to represent the collective voice of older adults in its quest for 

an age-friendly society.   

1. What will your party do to promote the age-friendly communities 

initiative in Ontario?  

2. What will your party do to ensure the continuation and improve-

ment of Canada’s health care system for all Canadians, con-

sistent with the Canada Health Act principles of universality, com-

prehensiveness, portability, accessibility, and public administra-

tion of insurance?  

3. What will your party do to provide safe, adequate and dignified 

care for impacted older adults, and their informal and formal 

caregivers?  

4. What action will your party take to ensure that older adults get the 

care they need in their own homes, allowing them to age in plac 

5. What actions will your party take to increase awareness of social 

and recreational opportunities and to ensure these opportunities 

are inclusive, affordable and accessible?  

6. What will your party do to increase the stock of housing options for 

older adults in Ontario and ensure that housing is both affordable 

and accessible?  

7. What will your party do to ensure that transportation options are ac-

cessible affordable and safe?  

 

For more information on the Ontario Association of Councils on Aging 

please see info@ontariocouncilsonaging.ca 

 

  
2 

  

 



You know best! You know the issues that matter to older 

adults .  Do not hesitate to bring up your experience and pro-

pose solutions that would benefit older adults . 

2022 Provincial Election Guide  

 

June 2 will be the day Ontarians go to the polls in the next provincial election. The 2022 

Provincial Election Guide was developed building on the expertise of the Council on Ag-

ing of Ottawa (COA) network.  

This guide provides you with background information for easy reference and sample 

questions you may wish to ask political candidates during the election. While it is not a 

full list of the priority issues of older adults, it will allow you to speak with confidence 

about the issues that matter to you during this election.  

You know best! You know the issues that matter to older adults . Do not hesitate to 

bring up your experience and propose solutions that would benefit older adults in  On-

tario. As well, ask what candidates are prepared to do to move your issues forward.  

Voting by Mail 
 
You must apply to vote by mail  at 
https://votebymail.elections.on.ca 
The deadline to apply to vote by mail is 6 
PM (Eastern Time) on May 27.  
 
Elections Ontario must receive your com-
pleted voting kit by 6 PM (Eastern Time) on 
June 2 to be counted. 

Once your application has been reviewed 
and approved: 

 You will be unable to choose another 
voting option 

 You will receive a voting kit with a ballot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
at the mailing address provided. It can take 
up to four days for your application to be 
processed 
 You can use the prepaid envelope to 

return your voting kit or drop it off at 
your returning office 
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COA-CSV-2022-Provincial-Election-Questions-to-Ask-Candiates-Final.pdf (coaottawa.ca)  



Alzheimer Society of Windsor & Essex  County 

 

Walk 8,310 steps on Sunday, May 29, 2022 in the   IG Wealth 
Management Walk for Alzheimer’s. 
 
Eight (8) locations to walk and show your support: Amherstburg, 
Belle River, Essex, Kingsville, LaSalle, Leamington, Tecumseh 
and Windsor. 

More information at:    www.alzheimer.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WECHC 

Spring Workshops  

Powerful Tools for Caregivers 

Master Your Health: Chronic Conditions 

Master Your Health: Chronic Pain 

Master Your Health :Diabetes 

Registration is required.  Contact www.wechc.org 

                                        519-997-2827  

 

 

More Events 
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The road map to transformation was well articulated 
by the commission. The identified key measures 
must be reflected in the 2022 budget and imple-
mented by the current and next government with de-
termination and a sense of urgency. Four of the 
commission’s recommendations which align with 
the OACA’s presentation provide the necessary di-
rection: 

 fund person-centred models of care; 

 increase care hours for allied health profession-
als; 

 improve home care for overall integrated system-
ic improvement; 

 ensure government accountability (i.e., the com-
mission’s ultimate recommendation requires the 
minister of long-term care tabling a progress report 
in the legislature on the first and third anniversary of 
the release of the commission’s report). 

We recognize the complexity of transforming 
long-term care. The identified goal of an aver-
age of four hours of resident care per day is 
the single most important pillar on which to 
transform the LTC home system and must be 
implemented up front in any multi-year plan. 
The residents of LTC homes cannot wait until 
2025. Ontario’s older adults need the commit-
ment now of every Ontario political party 
leader and every MPP to help ensure they can 
feel safe and well cared for in a LTC home 
and their families can trust the system to pro-
tect their loved ones. 

The transformation must proceed on an urgent 
basis as outlined to foster the best possible 
quality of life for residents that addresses the 
necessary social, emotional, mental, physical, 
and spiritual aspects of life. We hope we have 
your commitment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lilian Wells is the president 

of OACA and representative 

for the Toronto Council on 

Aging. Dominic Ventresca is 

the board member repre-

senting Age-Friendly Niaga-

ra Council. For information 

about the Ontario Associa-

tion for Councils on Aging, 

visit ontariocouncilsonag-

ing.ca. 

 
  5 



We are launching a 

new column!!! 

Ask the Council on    

Aging 

 If you have something you 

want addressed or ques-

tion answered please con-

tact us at subject line  ‘Ask 

the Council on Aging’ 

      To Register  for the  

      Newsletter contact: 

      information@ 

      councilonaging.ca 

 

                We are Moving 

The Council on Aging, Windsor-Essex              

Is moving it’s office next month. 

Our new address is 1168 Drouillard Rd 

Windsor, ON, N8Y 2R1 

The email will remain the same. 

information@councilonaging.com 

The new phone number will be announced 
in the next newsletter issue. 

 

635 McEwan Ave. 
Windsor Ontario  

N9B 2E9 
 

519-254-9342 
 
 

information@councilonaging.ca 

 

We acknowledge that we are on land and surrounded by water, original-

ly inhabited by Indigenous Peoples. The Council on Aging, Windsor-Essex 

sits on the traditional   territory of the Three Fires Confederacy of First 

Nations, which includes the Ojibwa, the Odawa,  and the   Potawatomie  

 


